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Kathleen Norris. The Venables. Doubleday, Doran, 1941. 462p. $2.50 


This possibly Kathleen Norris's sixty-ninth novel. Norris, 


listed the American Catholic Who's Who, one the most proli- 
fic and popular writers our generation. 


The Venables the story family, mostly widow and her six 

children, the San Francisco before, and little after, the earth- 
guake. somewhat novel manners the professional classes, 
needed least one servant, had already something like modern 
plumbing, still considered public schools too plebian, and were very 
conscious the right and wrong side the railroad track. Unchap- 
eroned courtship was still frowned upon and every had few 


"old maids" about house, for whom was not yet proper out 
and work, unless was conducting private school. 


After twenty years marriage, ten births @nd six living children, 
Willie Venables loses her husband Paul, bank teller with 
year salary. Willie, abnormally inept about business matters, soon 
the insurance. friend, old major, gives them rent-free 
house, and rich aunt deposits their account every month. 
The girls change from private public school like it. The aunt 
takes the eldest daughter Lily finishing schools and Europe and 
grooms her for Mr. Belcher, forty-one, rich lawyer, who marries her 
Her marriage upsets Flo, heroine and red-haired, second- 
oldest daughter, (modelled almost upon Elizabeth Pride and Pre- 
judice), who hates lose her favorite sister She finds her 
her friend Rose and the worship Rose's 
older sister, Lin. All three tend feel that they 
can and ought get along without men, the meanwhile witty but 
practical Flo more and more takes hand the management the Ven- 
ables household. One Mr. Relcher, the genteel villain the book, 


92. 
takes their rent-free house and gives them cheap flat oderous 
neighborhood. Flo does the bold thing end gets job. Also rich 
young man becomes her constant companion she love with 
him all the more because never kisses her. after 
with his father, the boy never calls again. her great sorrow 
end humiliation, under which she bore well. Then she learns that 
the adored Lin hed fallen love with professor and only 
his honorableness kept her from doing resh and wrong. 
family finances become more and more desperate, lawyer calls her 
and presents lost will the major. will gives Flo the 
major's estate, which Belcher has claimed they move back their 
old respectable house. Then the kills Lin and puts Rose 
the hospital. Also the professor's wife dies. Leter Rose and Flo 
Europe together, where they run into the widowed professor Lin had 
loved. Flo falls love with him and that hopeful 
note the novel 


The language Victorian--even prostitutes are referred merely 
bad anti-religious sentiment expressed, but there al- 
regrettable absence any religious atmosphere. 


The central idea scems that women should not let this too 
much man's world, that they should out and things, and not 
eagerly take the first man that comes @long but work 
useful and interesting, until the right men comes 
are that women need not and not finencially inept, 
that divorce should avoided even new love has developed, 
that families strive for modern tnat girl 
shovld not let jilting break her heart, that petting not the best 
way courtship and marriage, that wife should not toleratc 
domination everything, that somehow wife should not expected 
bear numberless children (though contraception not suggested). 


All these ideas are either harmless. Hence the book 
recommended for everybody. point literary criticism, you may 
ask, “If wholesome why critics not consider it, Mrs. 
Norris's work generally, great literature?" There are too many 
incidents and too little emotional development for them. Many the 
incidents are unreal and way false--rich aunts don't give month- 
checks inept widows--usually; old majors don't second 
Wills, granting estates red-haired girls whose only recommendation 
virtue. Technically, therefore, the novel popular but not deep- 
artistic. too, while the attitudes are good they 
are harmlessly not very pioneering. not 
very valuable any more say now that girl should have right 
out and get job even that should not marry nineteen 
the first man that comes merely because 


Venables therefore not great novel but good, whole- 
and harmless, popular novel. particularly recommended 
readers. hardly weighty enough food for those who can 
the literary level for which, let say, The Atlentic Monthly, 
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Allen Smith. Low Man Totem Pole Doran, 1941. 
300p. 


Allen Smith's Man Totem Pole rather pointless col- 
lection anecdotes from the and fimes modern 
man. Contrary the usual run journalistic literature, however, 
this book docs not deal with the great and but rather with 
the eccentrics and the lunatic fringe the entertainment world. The 
book allegedly humorous but the approach humor 
the introduction written Fred Allen which charecterizes Mr. 
Smith the "Boswell the the book itself, there 
very little the nature true the preferring 
achieve his effects smert-alecky pro- 
every evidence thet the drew most tnat portion 
his experiences best boost the the book. In- 
strip-teasers author evidently Catholic, 
but the one two the Church are 


however, the book objectionable and cannot recommended 


Philip Gibbs. This Amazing Summer. Doubleday, Doran, 1941. 


The French army before the German and the 
army had been cvacuated from Dunkerove When the story the 
rence. Through fortunate circumstances, oft mon- 
the father, retired civil living small 
country estate nesr London with his They are close 
the war and the nature the pea Guy and David, 
women whose room London, the ug. 
place for artists, writers and 

fugees come into the plot, such the 
tional eccount the English countryside near and London 
summer 1940, showing the courage the and their 
face bombs. Yet there ettempt show the 
Germans sadists nor the English The the 
War indicated general terms mistakes elder- 
and politicians who hed failed build decent peace 
awful war and hed sown the new wers everything 
they done and failed do." (p.303; also, p.261-3). 


This colm, light novel, expression noted Eng- 
lishman thst all the fault not one side. cen sefely re- 
every reeder from high school age on. 


94. 
one the primary functions novel present human 
tion ection their natural stete with minimum subjec- 
tive coloration, then Michael McIeverty has given Lost Ficlds 
one the best novels the year. There nothing grand, exelted 
cuphoristic about the book but rather, simple story 
ing with the fundamentals life ordinary people deal with them, 
The characters ere not any fashion but are 
people everyday world. Perhaps the outstanding characteristic 
the book its simple and natural humaness soundly besed 
background Catholicity. 


Lost the story present day Belfast workman's family 
its survive under modern conditions. Three 
tions the Griffin family enter into the story. There Granny 
living independently and security her own plot land 
the country and her monthly pension Then are Johnnie 
and Katie Griffin facing only one problem, but problem with myriad 
facets-that raising family. Finally, there are the children, 
Mary with her desire enter the convent, Hugh who heart 
but sullen and because cannot marry his 
always obedicnt industrious but somcwhat nonentity, Feter, 
who good but imaginative and overly acouisitive, and the four 
younger children with all the minor problems childhood. 


Granny sacrifices her desrly loved and comfcrt live 
with her son's family thet the pension check will support them all. 
Her own sscrifice solves the problem material existence 
for the femily but raises new problem for Granny-that urben en- 
vironment-which only solved her gradual decline and death. Mary 
the meantime has gonc the convent but after short time returns 
poor health. Peter has been sent reform 
school for stealing bicycle but not injured that 
experience. Frankie and the younger children offer only minor prob- 
lems. The situation further complicated when Hugh secures work 

but still cannot merry Eileen because with Granny there room 
home. Grenny's death partially this problem and the solution 
complete when the rest the family moves Granny's home the 
country where they are least self-sufficient. 


The entire story trve life that one can easily accept al- 
most fact. The problems are solved not the 
efter" style but just are solved the know-solu- 
tions that are seldom complete satisfactory but the best that can 
done under the The fact that stresses the 
Sacrifice and other virtues for family life and thet family 
life besed religion worthwhile. eddition, Mr. 
prose style, diction and mechanical technique are almost flawless. 
The book highly for all readers. 


95. 
HARPER FRIZE 


Judith Kelly. Marriage Frivate Affair. Harper, 1941. 


This semi-sociological novel, detailed four case history 
the marriage Theo Scofield and Tom Vest, The story opens with 
the and honeymoon, Theo and Tom blissfully love end 
parents the background, furnishing exemple love turned bit- 
During the first three years Theo consented two children de- 
spite her fear the possible loss her beauty through motherhood. 
Tom devoted more and more time his consuming passion providing 
low cost housing. Gradually Theo felt the need for love and compan- 
which Tom failed give. the words Sissy Mortimer, 
triangle participant, extra-marital love often necessary, 
three (Sissy, her husband, and Sissy's lover) came out 
people than went in. We're much more mature, emotionally 
and intellectually." (p.234). Theo too tried out 
love with Lang Street, the intellectuel history instructor who, 
course, cen't afford marriege until has his Ph.D. Then Tom 
about the affair, dramatica Lly, from disgruntled property owner 
whose tenements had been condemned fevor Tom's housing project, 
the day, suspect the his dead father 
whose work for the poor hed been inspiration his lif 
Everything looked bleck and Tom continued live with Theo 
only because her attraction; his thought, end distinct 
from his emotions, despised himself for not leaving 


Then came third The doctor told Theo she had spot 
her lune, that abortion would save her life for 


she needed year complete rest recover from incipient tuber- 
culosis. But Theo refused permit the abortion, not from moral 
scruples, but because her death would mean from Tom whole new life 
wife can trust, widening family, clean middle years, love in- 
tead (the) hate" that now exists between She de- 
cided through with the pregnancy and hide the tubercular condi- 
tion from Tom. Dra Bates, though, because knew she had ral 
objection abortion and wes not Catholic told Tom 
about her unwillingness through with the operation that would 
save her life. Her apperent sacrifice herself 
return Tom's love and now his insistence was added Dr. 
that the abortion performed her life saved. Theo, having 
Tom's affection, consented the operation and the story 


Despite partial approval extra-marital affairs and the 
approval Theo's abortion, this novel indictment many 
the and loose habits the playboy cless society with 
regard love end marriage. Theo her long period regret, 
contrition when she observes "the widening ripples deso- 
lation which the stone her own act had launched." (p.288). The 
book can recommended mature The style ex- 
cellent; for example, the characterization Arthur Scofield, aes- 
thete and sedist, superb. (cf. esp. 
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